
Namél  
children’s cultural centre  

in Bakoteh, Gambia

Our Intention and Our Motivation
As voluntarees and professionals in Germany we work with gambian refugees. Thus our interest for the 
small country The Gambia developed. We have been a few times in The Gambia to get to know its people 
and the situation. Because of the extreme difference in technical and educational standards the Gambians 
have only little prospects of a permanent residence in Germany. We see a need to strengthen the young 
people in The Gambia and to promote selfconfidence and selfdetermination.  
 
In Winter 2019/2020 we will renovate a house in Bakoteh, where the children’s cultural centre will be set 
up. The renovation and maintainance of the building will be done with the help of gambian workers. We 
are craftsmen and social workers, who provide their knowhow and energy on a voluntary basis. 

Children’s Cultural Centre
With the professional help by pedagogues and social  
workers from the german organisation “Trägerverein  
Freies Kinderhaus” a place for children is to be set up in 
Bakoteh. It will be run by the charity organisation “Namél 
Foundation”.  

The workshop will be set up with materials and tools 
 which invite to be creative. Children and youths will play 
and learn at their own will and thus experiment with 
materials and get to know craftmanship. The children 
will experiment and be creative with wood, clay and  
colours. The aim is to promote selfconfidence and ones 
own senses, to live out phantasy and experience natural 
phenomena in order to understand science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM). By working  
creatively with the materials the children come up with  
individual solutions and strategies. This happens by 
using methods of art and arttherapy.  

Guestrooms and Safe Space 
Guestrooms in the house in Bakoteh can accomon-
date gambian returnees from Europe for a few 
weeks to develop new perspectives for their future. 
Voluntary helpers and guests can also be accomon-
dated. We provide jobs in eduction and hosting. 

a cooperation between Namél e.V., Germany,  
Namél Foundation Gambia and  
Trägerverein Freies Kinderhaus Nürtingen, Germany



Workshop 
The workshop is planned to be open on three after-
noons per week. It offers woodworking, modelling 
with clay, painting with colours. A library provides 
the children with books from Africa, as well as boxes 
for experiments to understand simple physics. 
Games which encourage logical and strategic think-
ing can be tried out within our premises.  

Excursions 
How to “conquer” my surroundings? We offer group 
excursions to different services in the neighbour-
hood and in the capital: Visiting the police, the 
bakery, the beach, ....

 

Namél Children’s Cultural Centre  
Concept and Implementation

Community Service 
We carry responsibility for our neighbourhood and 
the needy. Our project “No plastic, please” raises  
plastic-awareness and collecting plastic trash since 
2014.

Staff
Two trained educators and artists from The Gam-
bia are to be employed. Exchange programmes 
with Germany will give them experience in new 
and different education-ideas. A cooperation with 
the Gambian College and the university is being 
planned. 

Finances
The starting years are financed by a small group of 
german and gambian volunteers. As a voluntary and 
charitable organisation we are reliant on donations. 

Networking
The children’s cultural center is a place for the com-
munity. We want to get to know other organsiations 
and people working for the same aim – to give 
children a future in The Gambia – so that we can 
work together. We want to implement the idea of 
children cultural centers all over The Gambia.   

To support the concept of a children’s cultural cen-
ter there will be a guesthouse implemented, e.g. to 
accomondate students who learn from the project. 

www.namel.de 
 
Chairwoman: Fatou N’Diaye-Pangsy 
contact in The Gambia: Kalifa Susso 
Telephone: 00 220 163 314 3461 
 
Bankaccount:  
Namel e.V.,  Kreissparkasse Esslingen 
IBAN: DE49 6115 0020 0101 9784 57.
BIC:  ESSLDE66XXX 
 
In The Gambia: Namél Foundation 
0381 301 310008 14 74 

Kinder-Kultur-Werkstatt in Nürtingen, Germany

Evaluation
The concept will be throughly reflected and im-
proved, according to the ideas and needs of the 
children. 


